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LANDSCAPE STRUCTURE OF WATERSHED SLOPES IN ATARSKAYA LUKA

The article considers the landscape structure of watershed slopes of the Vyatka river banks on the
territory of the future national park Atarskaya Luka. The territory is located in the central part of the main
regional tectonic structure, called the VyatskiyUval.

For the first time ever materials concerning the structure of local geosystems, typical of the right and left
banks of the river, are presented. The research is aimed at studying the geographical structure and ecology of
the landscapes. Research methods include field landscape mapping, soil-geobotanic methods, forest taxation,
and comparative geographical methods.

Changes in typesof facies have beenrevealed along the lines (transects) which were formed on the left and
right banks. The name of facies contains all the parametersinvestigated: relief, soils and plant associations,
which form the basis fora large-scale landscape map. Maps have been designed  in MapInfo with the use of
GPS-data of field works, ortophotoplans, and data from satellite remote sensing. The authors have
distinguished different types of facies being parts of watersheds, watershed slopes and terraces. Moreover,
dependence of the local geosystems and their components on the mesorelief location have been analyzed.

K e y w o r d s : structure of slope landscapes, types of facies, soil types, plant associations.
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