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RUSSIA’S WILDERNESS AND HUMAN-INFLUENCED LANDSCAPE:

DELIMITATION WITH THE USE OF GIS-BASED MAPPING

The experience of GIS-based assessment of anthropogenic impact on large areas of wilderness for the
whole country is presented. On the basis of GIS technologies, a small-scale mapping project  for studying,
assessing and inventorying the state of natural and anthropogenic landscapes of Russia is developed. The
ordination proposed is based on distinguishing and comparing cultural geographical and historical
geographical areas, considered as anthropogenic landscapes, with large wilderness areas. The article
discusses the results of contrasting cultural geographical, ecological geographical and historical geographical
schemes of zoning Russia's territory, with a background indicator of anthropogenic disturbance being
applied.  It is recommended that an interdisciplinary network community should be organized for
conservation of natural and cultural heritage of the Russian Federation and anthropological and cultural
examination of large-scale projects aimed at development of the world's largest wildlife areas located in the
Asian part of Russia.

K e y w o r d s : GIS, integrated zoning, cultural landscape, landscape assessment, wilderness,
anthropogenic disturbance.
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