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CARTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS OF UNUSED LAND EMERGENCE IN THE STEPPE ZONE

OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

The article considers the problems of the current use and the structure of agricultural land in 22 subjects
of the steppe zone of the Russian Federation. Recent decades have seen decrease in the main indicators of
development of rural territories in the steppe zone. Depopulation, degradation of soil, reduction of water
resources, loss of biological diversity have led to formation of a large tract of unused land. Applying a map
method, the author analyzes the main indicators characterizing the emergence of unused land in the steppe
regions (reduction of acreage, the cattle, the number of agricultural organizations, rural population, etc.). The
processes fostering non-agricultural use of farmland in the area under research in the period from 1990 to
2014 are defined. Recommendations are made on how to use such land in the current context of socio-
economic development of the territories.

K e y w o r d s : regions of the steppe zone of Russia, farmland, unused land, depopulation, rural areas.
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TRANSFORMATION OF THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT
AND DEVELOPMENT OF URBAN ELECTRIC TRANSPORT IN THE CITY OF PERM

The author analyzes the main directions in the development of the system of urban electric transport in
Perm, which are presented in the Development Strategy for this mode of transport. The attention is focused
on the constructive proposals for the urban environment transformation and the transport system
development that were stated in the prior General Plan but were not taken into account when developing the
Strategy.
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We make suggestions on modifying the key lines of the Development Strategy for urban electric transport
with the account of the city’s territorial specificity, international and national experience, the need to enhance
the role of urban electric transport in the processes of qualitative transformation of the urban environment.

In particular, we justify the necessity for transformation of the existing urban tram system into a single
system of urban rail transport, which would include lines with varying degrees of isolation and whose main
lines to the greatest possible extent would be close to combined systems of light-rail transport by the level of
their technical equipment and traffic engineering.

The alterations proposed are considered in the context of the resent proposals for the transformation of the
urban environment of Perm.

K e y w o r d s : transformation of the urban environment, system of urban electric transport.
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