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Abstract

The ‘Silk Road Economic Belt’ (SREB) project was presented by Xi Jinping in the
autumn of 2013 in Kazakhstan. The goals of building the Silk Road Economic Belt
coincide with the objectives of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). The
SREB initiative got a positive response from the SCO member states. Humanistic co-
operation, especially in the field of education, is becoming one of the fastest growing
areas of cooperation within the SCO. The SCO University (USCO), as a form of the
integration process within the SCO framework, is an important driving force for the
implementation of the Silk Road Economic Belt initiative. In this paper, the results
of education cooperation between the universities within the SCO are analyzed; de-
ficiencies and imbalances in talent cultivation are pointed out. The study is based on
the methods of quantitative, qualitative and comparative analysis. In order to identify
the problems and obstacles in talent cultivation and to propose solutions, the method
of questionnaire is used. The paper discusses the results of the integration of educa-
tion within the SCO framework and the role of the USCO in developing cooperation
between the member states, as well as the challenges faced by the participant countries
in implementing the strategy of international integration of education.

Keywords: international integration of education; Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion; SCO University; Silk Road Economic Belt; cooperation of education; student
exchange; driving force.

Theoretical basis of the “international integration of education”

In the context of globalization in all regions and states, in all areas of society,
the process of world integration is taking place, therefore, new integration groups and
international organizations are emerging. Experts in many fields such as economics,
politics, culture, finance and others are drawn attention to the study of the integra-
tion processes, which are a special type of interaction between sovereign states. What
is more, international integration, as an interdisciplinary concept, attracts interests in
various fields of scientific research.
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There are many interpretations of the term “integration” by different area scien-
tists. In the Big Encyclopedic Dictionary, the word “integration” (lat. Integratio—res-
toration, replenishment, frominteger—whole) is defined as 1) a concept, which means
a state of connectedness of separate differentiated parts and functions of a system, an
organism into a whole, as well as a process leading to such a state; 2) the process of
convergence and communication of sciences, the process occurring along with the pro-
cesses of their differentiation.!

Integration appeared before the XX century. However, “International integra-
tion”, as a form of cooperation in the field of education, appeared in the last few years
of the 20th century. In the framework of the educational process, the term “integration”
can be explained as a country entry into the international educational space, which
would be aimed at considering integration issues of educational institutions, as well as
researching various teaching methods within the framework of one educational institu-
tion and the whole educational sector, which is implemented not only by different edu-
cational institutions of the same level, but also at different levels, among them, these
institutions are not limited to belonging to one country (Abramova, 2014).

Integration of education is an all-round convergence of national educational sys-
tems. The complementarity between different education systems makes education a
global social system. That means that within the framework of educational integration
it is possible to create an international educational space, to provide an open, multi-
lingual, diversified learning environment for sharing new knowledge and spreading
national culture.

Within the framework of the international education integration, there is a ten-
dency of international cooperation between educational institutions and educational
organizations, as well as the emergence of supranational organizations, programs and
funds. The process of international cooperation has affected the field of higher educa-
tion in such a way that the main direction of the development of universities is now to
enter the international arena, enter the created educational space, creating a network of
international interaction of universities (Higher school..., 2018).

Integration of education is a way to create high-quality education in a country, as
well as a form of cooperation among countries. The process of international education
integration is relevant for the development of cooperation among leading universities
in the region. In addition, it is also a special way to meet the demands of economic
globalization and regional integration. The most representational regional integration
educational initiative is the Bologna process in Europe. The Bologna Process is a series
of ministerial meetings and agreements among European countries to ensure compara-
bility in the standards and quality of higher-education qualifications. It is named after
the University of Bologna, where the Bologna declaration was signed by education
ministers from 29 European countries in 19992, The “Bologna Process” aims at the de-
velopment of an integrated and coherent European Higher Education Area. The main
changes envisaged by the process involve a harmonization of the structure of mutual
recognition of degrees (Cappellariet et al., 2009).

1

WwWw.BoKa0y1a.pd/sHIKoneayu/Boboin-sHIMKI0Ie e CK M- CIOBAPb/ MHTET Pl us.

2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bologna_Process
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The main direction of the education integration is to continue studying in any
of the universities of this organization or group without any difficulties. It should be
noted that the integration processes in the economic sphere gave an impetus to the
increase in the territorial mobility of the labor force: it becomes necessary to form a
unite educational space, to establish a mechanism of recognition and identification of
education certificates, professional qualifications in various countries (Bushmeleva,
2015).

International integration of education is carried out through international co-
operation, that is by signing agreements and contracts on education issues within the
frame of the official education program regional organization with foreign partner in-
stitutions. For example, The SCO University was established within the framework of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

SCO University —a special form for the implementation of
international integration of education

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is a permanent intergovernmen-
tal international organization. Seventeen years of the SCO development has led it to
be an important platform and a comprehensive international organization for solving
problems in security, military, economic and cultural fields in Europe and Asia. The
existence of the SCO provides a real platform for humanitarian cooperation among
Russia, China and the Central Asian countries. The humanitarian cooperation is one of
the priority areas of interstate cooperation within the framework of the SCO. Coopera-
tion in the cultural and humanitarian spheres promotes mutual understanding among
the member states, strengthens friendship and political mutual trusts, creates favorable
conditions for the formation of common values and cultural identity, as well as reduces
barriers of cooperation in the fields of economic and security. In the final analysis, the
competition of state power on the international stage lies in the reserve of innovative
talents. In particular, international education integration plays an important role in the
process of strengthening state power and influence.

The agreement on cooperation in the field of education signed in June 2006 be-
tween the governments of the SCO member states became the legal basis for the devel-
opment and strengthening of interactions in this field. In August 2007, at the SCO sum-
mit in Bishkek, the President of the Russian Federation launched the initiative to create
the SCO University (USCO), which is supported by Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan
and Tajikistan (Uzbekistan refused to participate). Furthermore, in October 2008, the
concept of creation and functioning of the SCO University was signed at the Education
Ministerial Meeting of the SCO member states (in Astana).

The SCO University is a special form of supranational institutions for coordinat-
ing and managing educational integration in this region. Its creation embodies the trend
of integrating education within the SCO framework. The objectives of the creation of
the SCO University are defined within the SCO framework by the multilateral legal
acts adopted by the SCO member states as follows:
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— strengthening mutual trust and good-neighborly relations between the SCO

member states;

— development of integration processes in the field of education, science and

technology;

— providing new impetus to expand multilateral education, science and cultural

cooperation;

— expanding opportunities for young people to receive high-quality modern

education, and for teachers and scientists—to develop scientific contacts;

— promotion of effective cooperation of the member states of the Organization

in the political, trade, economic, scientific, technical and cultural fields (The
SCO University..., no date).

Currently, the University unites 74 universities in 7 priority areas, such as en-
ergy, ecology, information technology (I'T-technology), regional studies, nanotechnol-
ogy and pedagogy. The SCO University consists of 73 leading universities from 5 SCO
member states: Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan.?

Some scientists believe that the acceleration of the integration process in the
educational sphere should be carried out on the basis of unification of the most im-
portant areas of work of national education systems (Boichenko, 2007), and also with
creation of a unified education space. In addition, the student exchange mechanism
was implemented on the basis of the Agreement on the implementation of master’s and
bachelor’s programs within the SCO University framework, which meet the standards
of the two countries. Therefore, it creates the conditions for carrying out uniform cur-
riculum programs for the SCO University in the relevant areas.

On the Russian side, since the establishment of the SCO University 1759 budg-
et places were allocated for training in Russian universities in joint masters training
programs within the SCO University, also, 350 budget places were provided in the
2018/2019 academic year (The allocation of budget ..., 2018). In accordance with
the decree of the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation dated
September 28, 2017 No. P-633, 130 budgetary places were allocated in the 2017/2018
academic year for the admission of foreign citizens to joint educational programs of the
SCO University (SCO University), including Kazakhstan—85 places; Kyrgyzstan—28
places; Tajikistan—17 places. It should be noted that some students, including 113 stu-
dents from China, received budget places to study at Russian educational organizations
within the SCO programs in the framework of the general competitive selection of for-
eign citizens to study in the Russian Federation (The disposal of the Ministry..., 2018).

From the Chinese side, The SREB initiative advances the education integration
processes forward. The training of highly qualified personnel in China and other coun-
tries is carried out mainly through a joint program at the master’s level. Russian and
Chinese will be the official languages of the SCO, and in exceptional cases, it will be
English.

The main models are presented as follow:

1. For Chinese students, there are two options:

3 http://uni-sco.ru/country/2/country_2.html
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The first option: the program “2 +1”. 2 years of study at the university in China,
one-year study at the university in other participating countries.

The second option: the program “2.5 + 1.” 2, 5 years of study at the university in
China, 6 months of study at the university in the participating countries.

2. For students from Russia and Central Asian countries, China also provided 2
options:

The first option: the program “1 + 1”. One-year study at the university in their
countries, one-year study at the university in China.

The second option: the program “1.5 + 0.5.” 1.5 year of study at the university
in their countries, 6 months of study at the university in China.

The reason is that in China the master program usually lasts 3 years, however, in
the other SCO member countries it lasts 2 years. After graduation, students can receive
a certificate from the SCO University and a certificate from the university where they
studied. It should be noted that in some participating education institutions within the
SCO framework the “Double Degree” mechanism is already being implemented, that
means that students can receive both Russian and Chinese diploma. In addition, there is
a joint training program at the bachelor’s level within the SCO University framework.
In 2015, the joint preparation of bachelors in the “2 + 2 program begun between Chi-
nese and Russia universities. That is 2 years at a Chinese university and 2 years at a
Russian university. This program is carried out only between the Dalian University of
Foreign Languages and several Russian universities, however, it has already achieved
great success. From 2015 to 2018 already 40 undergraduate students studied with the
Major Orientation of “Foreign Regional Studies” under this program within the frame-
work of the USCO in Russian universities, including 14 graduates who have already
received double degrees, Chinese and Russian. Most graduates are getting their master
degree in both China and Russia.

In this paper through specific data that gives a detailed analysis of the situation
of cooperation in the field of education within the SCO framework and the achieve-
ments of this cooperation. The results are shown in the following charts:

Chart 1: The Geographical location map of the countries involved in the program of the
SCO University

The member States of SCO

Territory |
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Chart 2: The total number of participating universities in the states in the USCO
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Chart 3: The quantity dynamic of master students sent by Chinese universities to the
universities of the member states within the USCO framework (2012-2017)
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Chart 4: The quantity dynamic of master students accepted by Chinese universities from
universities of the Member States within the framework of the SCO University (2012-2017)
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Chart 5: The total number of Chinese master students abroad in seven Major Orienta-
tions for 6 years
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Chart 6: The total number of foreign master students in China in seven Major Orienta-
tions for 6 years
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Chart 7: The total number of Chinese master students studied in member states in 6 years
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By analyzing the above data, the conclusions are drawn as follows:

1. The territory of the SCO covers parts of Central Asia, South Asia, Asia and
Europe. More and more universities within the SCO framework are participating in the
mechanism of the SCO University. More than half of the participating universities are
located in China and Russia.

2. Within the framework of the SCO University, highly qualified talents have
been trained in seven areas. What’s more, the students studied in the area of “regional
studies” are more than 50 percent of the total number of students.

3. From 2012 to 2018, 772 students studied in Russia, China, Kyrgyzstan, Tajik-
istan and Kazakhstan. The number of exchange students has steadily increased since
2012. Most Chinese students study in Russia, relatively few students study in Central
Asia counties. There is a serious imbalance in student exchange within the SCO Uni-
versity.

In order to investigate the causes of the above data and put forward suitable ways
to solve the problems the questionnaire was made for the Chinese students. The results
of the analysis of 90 answers sheets to the questionnaire led to such conclusions as fol-
lows:

1. Students in the area of regional studies have an advantage in mastering Rus-
sian language, they have already studied Russian for 5 or 6 years, therefore, it is easy
for them to adapt to a new life and study. However, most students majored in linguistics
or literature, therefore, it is difficult for them to accept and understand knowledge in
area of “Regional studies”.

2. Students in other areas do not master Russian language, and study abroad in
English. Although they do have short-term study of Russian language before going
abroad, it is difficult for them to immediately get used to a new life. Due to cultural dif-
ferences and language barrier, students have difficulty in communicating and learning.

3. According to the teaching program, the learning form mainly includes lec-
tures, discussions and seminars, which fully develop the independence and activity of
students. Most of the students are satisfied with subjects abroad, however, due to differ-
ences in the education system and the teaching program between the two universities,
course connection between the two universities has not been achieved. As a matter of
fact, the disciplines at the two universities do not fully coincide. However, the good
thing is that most students have their own thesis supervisor to help their study and re-
search work.

According to the findings of the analysis, we would like to propose the following
ways to solve the problem

1. Strengthen cooperation between the member countries, increase quotas of
Chinese government scholarships within the SCO framework, open a new Sino-foreign
cooperative doctoral program, improve legislation, providing a good platform for the
implementation of regional educational integration.

2. Between the two partner universities, there should be often held a discussion
about the connection of disciplines, about the student’s state of education, thus, in this
way, a better teaching plan can be worked out. Establish a long-term mechanism of
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humanitarian exchange, strengthen international scientific exchange, create summer
camps, cultural events based on cooperation between universities.

3. Attract qualified talents and make an exchange of teachers between universi-
ties to improve the level of education. Share information and experience, share ad-
vanced teaching resources, expand academic mobility. Therefore, through these meth-
ods, the competitiveness of the university and the training level of experts in participat-
ing countries may be improved.

4. It 1s better for candidates, whose specialty are not Russian, after the selection
in a Chinese university, to take a learning of Russian language for at least six months
period. For candidates majored in “Regional studies” related major courses should be
offered.

Now it can be seen that political, economic, cultural and religious differences
in educational integration make it more complex and diverse. The education system in
each country is set differently. Therefore, there are significant differences in the number
of students admitted and sent abroad. How to develop educational integration measures
that serve the needs of social and regional development? How to solve problems in the
implementation of regional integration in the field of education? These questions will
be the main directions of the development for the next stage. Even so, for 10 years the
SCO has developed significantly, the mechanisms of education are constantly being
improved and updated. Mechanisms for the student and scientific-pedagogical staff
exchange between the participating universities and cooperation in research between
these universities were formed. Apart from that, the SCO has its own system structure.
In addition to this, multidimensional development systems have been formed, for in-
stance, the Education Ministerial Meeting, the “Education Week of the SCO Member
States”, the University Presidents Forum within the SCO Universities, the working
meeting of the partner universities within the SCO from the Chinese side, etc.

International integration of education within the SCO framework:
driving force for the joint construction of “the Silk Road Economic
Belt”

The Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB) initiative proposed by Chinese President
XiJinping in 2013 in Astana. It is a new form of deepening cooperation between China,
Central Asia and Russia. The main areas of these countries are coincided between the
SREB initiative and the SCO. Two initiatives will focus on infrastructure development
and cooperation between countries (Li Xin, 2016). For implementation of the SREB
initiative, the use of previous results and the economic cooperation mechanism of the
SCO is of great significance.

China intends to facilitate the integration of the SREB with development strate-
gies of the SCO member countries, and with the mechanism of the Eurasian Economic
Union, thereby promoting openness, inclusive and common development in the region.
For the purpose of building the SREB, the SCO can be made a platform for cooperation
in the field of security, production facilities, finance, regional trade and public life, as
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well as a platform for strengthening interconnectivity (Li Keqiang, 2015).

The SREB initiative provides new impetus and opportunities for regional co-
operation in the field of education. Similarly, the successful implementation of the
initiative also requires a group of interdisciplinary personnel who do not only possess
such specialized knowledge, but also provide technology, project management, quality
control, international business management, logistics, finance, law, translation, interna-
tional trade, etc. In addition, they also need to master knowledge of politics, econom-
ics, culture and geography of countries along the SREB initiative (Shen Pengyi, 2017).

With the help of the USCO platform, it is possible to expand the forms, scope
and possibilities of language and cultural exchanges between countries of the SREB
initiative; what’s more, it may help to attract more students to learn the language and
culture of another country. Models that combine personnel training with scientific re-
search, such as the opening of centers for the study of cultures and languages, centers
for the study of high and new technologies, as well as youth forums, seminars, summer
camps for scientists, etc., can be implemented within the framework of the SCO. All
of those models provide intelligent support for the construction of the SREB initiative.

Each country among the SREB is characterized by its own unique stories, cus-
toms, and religions.

One principle of the SREB initiative is respecting multiculturalism. To respect
one’s own culture, as well as for the national religion and culture of partners will help
to effectively avoid intercultural barriers caused by insufficient knowledge of religious
traditions. Therefore, in order to achieve peaceful coexistence and friendly develop-
ment of cooperation, it is necessary to ensure mutual understanding between Member
States on the basis of humanistic exchanges, and to eliminate obstacles and misunder-
standings arising in the process of exchange and cooperation.

According to the above-mentioned information, it can be seen that the area of
personnel training within the SCO framework include energy science, technology, re-
gional geography, pedagogy, economics, etc. Within the framework of the USCO, great
progress has been made in the training of interdisciplinary specialists who will serve
the SREB initiative in the future. Obviously, the SREB initiative gives new challenges
and goals to the SCO University.

Despite the fact that there are many of the questions above about the implemen-
tation of the students and researchers exchange mechanism, the international integra-
tion of education has become an important driving force for the implementation of
the SREB initiative and remains as such. Also, it contributes to the rapid accessibility
between the peoples of countries involved in the project.

Conclusion

International integration in the field of education can increase the effectiveness
of internationalization of education. Universities can absorb advanced teaching ex-
perience and pedagogical system, share high-quality educational resources, promote
education reform for preparing highly qualified talents with a global outlook and in-
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tercultural communicative competence in the program “foreign language + specialty”.

In the process of implementing the SREB initiative, the demand for talents who
know country studies, who are fluent in foreign languages and poses high-level sci-
entific skills has raised significantly. The strategy of regional educational integration
within the framework of the SCO is consistent with the objectives of the SREB initia-
tive, aimed at training highly qualified personnel with a high level of competitiveness
in the international arena and with a broad outlook. Therefore, integration will become
the most important force for the implementation of the SREB initiative, which serves
state strategies.
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MEXAOAYHAPOOHAA UHTEIrPALIUA OBPA3OBAHMUA
B PAMKAX LUOC: ABUXYLUAA CUJNA ANA
COBMECTHOIO CTPOMUTENDbBCTBA
«39KOHOMMYECKOIO MOSACA LWENKOBOIo NYTU»

Hao Xy31JuHb
Canxkm-Ilemepbypeckuii 2cocyoapcmeennulil ynugepcumem, Poccus

AHHOTAIUSA

[Tpoekt «IOxonomuueckoro mosica LllénkoBoro myTtu» (DIIIIIT) 61 mpencraBieH
Cu 3unbnmaoMm ocenbto 2013 1. B Kazaxcrane. Llenu cTpoutenscTBa « IKOHOMUYE-
ckoro nosca [lIénkoBoro mytn» coBnagarot ¢ 3agadamu «lllanxaiickoil opranuzanuu
corpyaaudectBay (IIIOC). Maunumarusa DIIIIIT nomyunna akTHBHYIO MOAIEPKKY
ctpan-ydactHukoB LLIOC. 'ymanuTapHOoe COTpYIHHYECTBO, OCOOEHHO COTPYTHUYECT-
BO B 007acTi 00pa30BaHusl, CTAHOBUTCS OJHOW M3 JMHAMUYHO Pa3BUBAIOIIUXCS chep
B3aumozeiicteus B pamkax [IIOC. Yausepcutet IIIOC, kak ¢popMa HHTErPalIMOHHOTO
npouecca B pamkax [IOC, sBisiercst BaxXKHOM IBUXKYIIECH CHIION )1l peaiu3allii MHH-
nuatusbl DI B ganHoi# paboTe pacCMOTPEHBI JOCTUTHYTHIC YCIIEXH B MK TyHa-
POIHOM COTPYAHMYECTBE 00pa30BaHUS MEXIY By3aMH-YYaCTHUKAMU PA3HbIX CTpaH
IOC, a Takxe yka3zaHbl HEIOCTATKH U JUCOATAHC B pealn3alliy MOATOTOBKH KaIpOB
10 pa3HbIM HaNpaBiIeHUSIM. AHAJIU3 TaHHBIX IPOBOJUTCS KAaK C IOMOIIBIO KOJIHYECT-
BEHHBIX, KAYECTBEHHBIX, TAK U CPABHUTEIBHBIX METO0B. JJIs1 oripeieseH s mpooiem,
MPEMSITCTBUM B MOATOTOBKE KaJIPOB, a TAKXKe JUIsl MPEJIOKEHHUs CIIOCOOO0B UX pellie-
HUS UCTIOJIB30BaH aHKETHBIN cripoc. B cTtaTbe BbIBECHBI pe3ysibTaThl MHTErpaluu 00-
pazoBanus B pamkax [IOC u pons Yausepcutera [LIOC B pa3BuTHM COTPYAHUYECTBA
MEX/1y WIEHaMHU-TOCYJapCTBaMU, a TaKXKe MpOoaHaIM3UpPOBaHbl BHI30BBI IIEPE]l y4acT-
HUKaMHU-CTpaHaMU JIJIsl peajiu3aliy CTpaTeruy MexayHapoaHON HHTerpaluu oopaso-
BaHUS.

KioueBble cjioBa: MexyHapoaHas uHTerpamnusi oopasoanus; [llanxaiickas opra-
Hu3auus corpyanudectna; YauBepcuter HIOC; Dxonomuueckuit nosic [énkoBoi
MyTh; COTPYAHUYECTBO 0Opa30BaHus; OOMEH y4alluxcs; ABIKYIas Cuia.



