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A.N. Fartyshev
MATHEMATICAL METHOD OF CALCULATATING POLITICAL BORDERS TRANSPARENCY

AS A GEOPOLITICAL CATEGORY

The author has attempted to comprehend some criteria of geopolitical positionutility and to express them
mathematically as a ratio of a subject's geopolitical power to the total geopolitical power of all most
influential subjects affecting the subject under study. Geopolitical position can only be estimated considering
the aims of the subject under study (expansion, defenseor economic development),  according  to which it is
possible to perform quantitative estimation of active and passive geopolitical and geoeconomic position of a
particular subject. Three main criteria of geopolitical positioncan be distinguished: geopolitical power of
surrounding subjects, their influence on the subject under study, and political attitude to it. One of the criteria
of influence from surrounding subjects is transparency of political borders, i.e. to what extent borders
perform their separating function. The author suggests an ingenious method for quantitative assessment of
political borders transparency by the level of their guarding and political status. The method has been tested
for Russia.

K e y w o r d s : geopolitical position, political geography, limology, mathematical methods in political
research.
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